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Ah ..,:,PER._I’L_. ',.L I*. . «RL RESOURCE. ' ;ER 

.AND 

A NEW CURRlw0.ijUM IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 

This proposal describes a Learning Reso’^ces Center 
and the development of an experimental instructional system 
utilizing a broad based social science course specifically 
designed for students from the intracity Trenton population. 
PURPOSE AND RATIONALE 
Learning Resources Center 

The Learning Resources Center would develop a multi- 
media approach to learning the basic literacy skills. The 
Learning Resoui?ces Center* s primary objectives are: 

1) to increase , significantly, the number of minority 
gr >up member? from Trenton who enter Mercer County 
Community College (MCCC) and who are retained by 
the community college. 

2) to reduce, significantly, the appalling withdrawal 
rate of minority students at the community college 
level. 

3) to develop assessment techniques that accommodate 
the inner city population. 

4) to develop more relevant and purposeful curricula 
for students from center city. 

5) to Improve the effectiveness of teaching minority 
students. 
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In the belief that curriculum improvement and teaching 



are central to the development of other components the 
center is initially targeted to a four-fold task. 

1) To develop or to identify model programs of remedi- 
ation for those high risk s tud/mt s t -,v/ho enter MCCC. 

2 ) To identify successful curricula and teaching tech- 
niques developed on behalf .of minority-poverty ' 
students; and to give widest currency for their use 
at MCCC 0 

3) To develop, as needed, new experimental programs 
designed to change and improve educational patterns 
for minority— poverty students; and to make every 
effort to have those programs integrated in the 
regular college curriculum. 

4) To conduct the research necessary for the effective 
evaluation of those experimental programs 

A Learning System 

The learning system would present an integrated approach 
to the broad fields represented by the social sciences includ- 
ing anthropology, sociology, psychology, education, economics 
and political science; in-puts from the discussions of history 
and geography would also be structured when appropriate. If 
the initial course is successful, it would provide the model 
for a wider based skills approach. 
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The particular approach advocated for the system is 
based on several defensible propositions: 

1) Community college students must become ego involved 
in their academic work if they are to be successful. 
Regardless of the strength of their academic skills 
involvement comes best through active participation 
in all phases of a learning situation. The tradition- 
al read-lecture-test approach to the social sciences 
is not effective in the setting of the community 
college* particularly in working with students who 
may be weak in academic skills and have limited 
academic motivation. 

2) A multi-media approach is sound since students tend 
to make better learning progress when all avenues 
of learning are utilized. Multiple instructional 
methods will be more successful since the evidence 
suggests that a varV' . rning patuax’ns exists 
among ethnic groups. 

3) The social sciences must be structured around con- 
temporary issues which are of paramount interest to 
students,. Traditional kinds of information can then 
be presented within that context. The integrating 
construction used to tie all the social science areas 
together must be meaningful to the students . 




The material presented must cover basic inform- 
ation which will equip the student for further 
work in the social sciences ; but* this inform- 
ation must be presented in ways accessible to 
all students even though some may be in aca- 
demic skills. This can be done through visual 
and sound techniques as well as regulated read- 
ing levels. The reading level can be controlled 
without diluting the information presented. The 
content will function as a motivating technique 
to develop the interest in reading and communi- 
cating essential to learning. 

•‘■he system will effectively counter the complaint 
of minority and poverty groups who contend that 
the irrelevance of many of the Institutional 
offerings inhibit -*x_ fceno-. The course 

would provide for both the pragmatism of daily 
inner city existence and the £ choolsmanship 
necessary for performance i i ollege courses. 

The system, if successful, could be viewed as 
a model for future efforts be help minority 
students gain access to higher education. 

It would attenuate the remec/al aspect ar..d 
emphasize the academic and racial component. 



8) The project will create a meaningful academic 
program which will be available to residents 

of Trenton's Model City Neighborhood, and *> • 

parallel the efforts of that program. 

9) The course will contain built-in sensitivities 
to the minority experience, with particular 
sensitivity to the problems peculiar to life 
in the intercity ghetto. It will not only be 
relevant to this experience, but will also 
stress academic skill and accomplishment. 

10) It will attempt to develop and utilize assess- 
ment methods relevant to the student^ ' hom 
they are applied and to the goals of tue pro- 
gram. The evaluative criteria will contain a 
true effort at accountability for those people 
for whom education has been least accountable. 

Virtually all specialists in the area of human growth 
and development agree that one of the major tasks in the 
development of mental ability is the establishment of one's 
identity* The implications of this for members of any 
minority group is overpowering. Concerned with the question 
of "What can I become?" they are really uaying, "Who am I? 

How did I get the way I am? Where am I headed? How am I going 
to get there?" 



- 6 - 



These natural concerns which are common to all people 
can furnish the ideal approach to the . integrated study of 
the social sciences. Each area can be looked at from the 
standpoint of how it helps to answer each of these questions, 
The study of such a course naturally involves the student 
since it concerns the very core of his being. Hopefully, 
the course of study will provide the direction needed to 
find tentative answers to those key questions; and finally, 
once he is involved in study, he will also absorb ancillary 
learnings provided by the materials themselves. 

The Who am I?" construct will also provide continuous 

opportunities for behavioral responses demanded as part of 

this learning system. As the student searches for answers 

to his own problems and for his own identity, he is not only 

examining himself but the diverse areas of society as well. 

It may well provide an ideal answer for community colleges 

which are confronted by f-ustating and baffling problems 

of motivating and educating students who remain in the 

system not because of their interest and ability to learn 

* 

but because of social pressures. 

OUTLINE 

The following outline shows the major areas to be 
introduced by the system. 
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A Systems Approach 10 the Social Sciences 
I. Introduction to the Social Sciences 

1- ^TTHTTJ^IM klnd o' a -ess 

crises in society affect £e dSectlr? t * 1 ? t 

a.ware of how these crises affonf „ ^ ^ really 

6 crises affect me and my interests? 

thodoiog y and Contributio n of the Sor'-i-i 9^-? 

problems do ^^oia^foieSLs^ 0 ®^ 8 ?*!^^ types of 
this methodology to help myself? d Might 1 th»re a be I a' ASe 
career for me in one of these field!? ” b 

II. contemporary Society: Framework and Setting 

3 ' iS cul - ture? "hat 

can it tell me a\ U “fSS^ m : a S b °S 0 S:? Self ? W “ t 



5 . American Cultures and Subcultures 



What are the 

in which I live? Am 
there a youth culture? 

SSS-SSSS^S? fnoth;r?nlmeScaf Ho^can 1 ™ ' 



major earmarks of - the culture 
r a J? ember of a subculture? Is 
Xs there a gap in the transmis; 



III. 



understand better subcultuJesTr^rica" Society? 

6 ‘ ^IH^ rioa^oul - E ^Plm^-h ohan « es do I wish to 

a bo u^changes ?££ 1 help b ^ 

Contemporary Society: Organization and Structure 



7 . 



^wtraffUt ^^ 5 ^?^ 11 ^ - How does Population 
area? How does ^popui a t io 3 V 6 h ^f t £SP ° ns 1 b 11 1 ty in & this 

me? Should I become a part "of tWs aff ® ofc 

can I expect to face if* t 2 ls What problems 

American society? f om place to place in 
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8 . Social Organization: Urban & Rural Communities; Social 
Stratification . How does’ 'my life style differ from 
that of those living in a different type of community? 
What are the major problems of my community? Benefits? 
Should I go somewhere else? What social class do I 
belong to? Can I move up? What effects does my class 
have on me? 

9. Human Groups: Ethnic and Racial . What groups do I 
belong to’?" What "a ffe ets do these groups have on me? 

What are the characteristics of my group? How do these 
characteristics differ from other groups? What relation- 
ships between groups are involved? What effects do these 
groups have on American society? 

10. Human Groups: Small Group Dynamics . What small groups 
am 1 member of? What do we know about the way small 
groups behave? Does my behavior change in a small 
group? What are the characteristics of an effectively 
functioning small group? Do small groups work better 
with democratic or autocratic leadership? How can I 
be most effective as a small group leader or member? 

He Human Groups: The Family . What are the special char- 
acteristics of the family as the basic small group 
in American society? What roles are played in the 
family? What is my particular family role? Is my role 
changing? What problems will I face in establishing 
my own family group? 

12. Education . What is the role of education in America 
"today? What are the major problems facing American 
education? What effect has my past school experience 
had on me? What are my present educational goals? Are 
my educational plans realistic in light of a rapidly 
changing society and work structure? How can education 
prepare people better for the next few decades? 

IV. Contemporary Society: The Role of the Individual 

13. Growing Up in America . What is the usual pattern of 
human growth and development from birth through adol- 
escence? What problems have I encountered in the pro- 
cess of growing up? How did I overcome them? What pro- 
blems will my children face? How can adults best assist 
children .in overcoming their problems? 
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1 ^' Individu a l Psy chological Ad,1 nstment . Is there such 

a thing as normal behavior. How do people see them- 
selves and their world? What is my self concept? Is 
It realistic? Can I change it? Do I perceive my situ- 
ation realistically? What mechanisms do I use to 
support and extend my self concept? 

■^■5. Devia nce and Social Pressures . What types of behavior 
are considered deviant' 1 by society in general? What 
laws govern these behaviors? What social pressures? 

What are my attitudes toward deviant behavior? What 
social problems are caused both as a result of deviant 
behavior and resulting social pressures? 

16 * Juv enile Delinquency, Drugs, and Crime . To what extent 
are these problems prevalent In -American society? What 
are their causes? What can I do to avoid these problems 
and help ppevenfc fcheip occurrence? Whepe can people 

seek help? What kinds of help are available? What reforms 
In these areas are needed? 



17 * Personal Philosophy and Morality . What values do I 

accept? Is my system of values consistent? Where did I 
get my values? Do I believe that men are free? Am I 
free to guide my own destiny? Or am I shaped by other 
events and causes? 

18 c Religion .What part does my religion play in American 

society. In my group? In my life? What ideas are various 
religions bssed on? Am I tolerant in my views on various 
religions and those who practice them? What Is the 
relationship between church and state in America? What 
place does religion have in education? 



V. Contemporary Society: Economic Organization and Structure 



The Nature of Ec onomics and Competing Economic Systems 
What is the importance or economics to me? 'How can It 
help me plan my future? Where do I stand in the American 
economic system? Do I receive my fair share of economic 
goods? How can I improve my situation? What is the 
American system? How does it work? What alternatives are 
available i What is the best system? 



20 * -g he Prob lem of Economic Stability . How does economic 

a ^ ect me? What are the nature and causes 
of Inf la tion_and recession? How does each of these affect 
me? How can I defend myself against economic disaster? 

How can the economy be stabilized? What Is the signif- 
icance of the stock market? 
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22 , 



21 • ^ T bor - Matla . K - e - ment de l at ions and. Roles . wh at are the roles 

X fh f V ,?A t ?h' e0O ° O ? r lat,or and management? Whe re do 

What fc a^e t the h l ; nnrM^ Ure? r l '^ i S h re P 1 ' esen t s my Interests? 
nat aie the functions of labor union? Strikes? How 

are corporations organized and managed? 

' ^?-fr°^7r? — Po Y e ^ ty A m ld Abundance . How much poverty 

oateeorv? ?? ™ 0a ,T* y wno ? e . aei 'inltion? Am X in this 5 
category? If so, how can I break out of it? Must there 

be poverty in America? Why does poverty exist in fh! 

tt S ±°J g? a ‘ wealth? Ca " PovertHe^iminateS £ e 
America. How does poverty affect me if I am not poor? 

flTir g ' y i tl i 1 . e ..L?" SUmer, , and bhe Economv - Who is respon- 
looking out for the environment and the con- 

Atn 1 adac iuately protected? What can I do to help 
in these areas? What will it cost to clean up the environ 
rnent in America? Where will the money come from? 

VI. Contemporary Society: American Political Organization 

24, — Rol g Qf Government: Who Rul es Best? What are the 

proper functions or government? WhatHHif fere nee does 

me ? h ° rules? v;hafc are the different alter- 

?lrms e of my S oSn f^|? nraent? V,hat •»<*> mean in 
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25 . 



26 . 



27 . 



The American M od _el_of Democrac y: The Constitution and 

' s ln fche ^oH~stltution f ~ How do es 
a £ fec ? J my llfe? What guarantees are there for me in 

CoL?? n SL fcU ^ n h Wh S t 13 the funo <=ion of theSuprle 
L? a £J: 9 D ? n e % ifc aff ? Pd me an y protection for my basic 

on S me? ? recent deci sions have had a direct bearing 

The Ame r i can Model of Democrac y: Congress and the 
P^ | _ idenc y. WhalTaoes Uongress doT'Jiow does it ope rate? 
^oesTIFr^present my thinking and the wishes of £y 
group? Who represents me? What recent actions by Congress 
So ± T C H ed me m ° S ? direcfcl y ? H °w is a president chosen? 
dent? h 3 ^ al V01ce? VJhat aPe the roles of the presi- 

^ A meric a n Model of J^emocracy: State and Local Govern. 

potions do state constitutions serViT'Whit 

a 5 e J^ a fa S Cfci ? nS .? f Tr ? tate and local government? How is 

have? Hr>™°H§ ani ?? d ’ ^ at fc yP e local government do I 

ivelv? H ?« ??' W 2 rk I , Does it serve my needs effect- 

ively? Is it close to the people? What effect does it 
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28 . 



VII. 



tSgag’ jg^aBSs^gia 58 

and interest groups have? What are their dif fere nee <?*> 

ivelv^niat f i^ C Jb What n S ° eS ° n ln S° vernm ent most effect- 
can^I ' particles S? V N ua 0f 1 political participation? How 
rticipate? What will xx, mean to me? What parties 

Whio£ sroups most closely represent my own interests’ 

Which oppose my interests? Should I try to work within 
or outside of the established political system? 



Contemporary Society: International Politics 



29 . 



30 . 



T hg_ Worl d ^Co mmunity and the United Nations. Why RT > e 

£ the ?°uncSo\ t ^N^f^r^NL h u^ h Frup“orrit^ tat 
b^sed S JS? my attlfcutles toward the UN and other countries 

^American Foreign Policy. What are Aiuph^io rmoio in 

P^T^.Can we go it alone? W^at are 
T n- ma Jcr foreign policies? How do these affect me’ 
^L r °i e ^ ould the' U.S.- play in the future? What ‘ 
place should war have in the future? Can I influence 
foreign policy? How is it made? Should those who fiSht 
the wars have a stronger voice in decision!? ® 

VIII ‘ of^ha^r^ Soolety: The Sea *-ch Identity in a World 



31 



32 , 
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The P roblem of Violence in Americ 
s tand and to some degree control 
occurring in society? What is my 
of change? Helping to lead in a 
the change? Opposing change? Will 
gradually? Or is America approach 
What might be the direction of a 
violence a part of American life? 
How is it affecting me? 



a. How can I under- 
the rapid changes 
role in this period 
certain direction for 
social change occur 
ing a violent change? 
violent change? Is 
Is it increasing? 



l f C all IN l0 ? ked afc myself frora the viewpoint 

of ali the social sciences, do I know who I reallv am? 

Abilities, P ot^!iiL a 

plans, values, etc? Do I have a plan bv which I can 
!!ntln!e e to h!£p m!? S ° ? H ° W ° an the social s°^ces 

12 
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MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 



success of the Learning Resources Center is tied 
t the Center s ability to purchase programed learning 
materials. Programed learning is basic to the o^ranS® 

tioning principles and Is concerned with structuring 
rnniro inf ° rma J i0n in a manner so that students can unavoidably 

Rewards 1 * that foK 6 " * era P hasize the intrinsic Y 
bf tucces^fni a x at ?_ stude ^ ts by allowing the student to 
SssentiS L n r °? d J P ectrurn of these materials is 
with Center s success. These materials, coupled 

hi h the experimental curriculum developed by the Center will 
be selected and designed to provide assurance* (l that 
students wil7 be more readily motivated ?o ^irn material 

ation^and^ 3 ^^'^ 1 " ^ st ulents can retain more inform- 

presented. Q m ° re sk:Llls if the material is sequentially 

FUTURE COMPCNP. 'TS 

Serious thought will be devoted to the adoption of the 
earning System to Computer Assisted Instruction Once the" 

maSv advanto^f o 1S ° perative ’ this type of in S ?ruc?ion offers 
many advantages over programed texts, since it can respond 

respSnses^Itlention^^ 8 d60l ? i0ns »« the basis of stSSent 
InttSuhtiAnf^M wil! aiso be directed to Computer Eased 

ins true tionai Management Systems which seem to have the 

potential for providing each student with an optimum set of 
educational experiences. Since CBIM specifies behavioral 
change, higher degrees of competence and concept formation 
, e / earaing Systems in Social Sciences could easily be * 
dovetailed Into a CBIMS. However, serious development of this 

evaluat?on a M“ y depends ° n the lnltlal ^coe“ the * ^ 
evaluation of the primary system.. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 



Educational Testing Service will design and implement 

Ieve?oped bv'th^T 3 "^ ° f p fche fiPsfc experimental curriculum 
aeveioped by the Learning Resources Center 

determine: 



This study would 
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(1) If this curriculum serves the students for which 
it was created. 

(2) if the modes of measurement used in the program 
actually assessed the student’s academic ability. 

^ x? m^ lear 2 ins ^? ysteni which Involves a - multitude 
objectives^ methods accomplishes its goals and 

13 
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(4) if academic achievement significantly correlates 
with future economic status and benefits. 

^5) if there is a significant transfer of what has 
been studied to solving personal and social 
problems faced by an intracity resident. 



This study is vital to the success of 
of this project. Progr~~>s have 



ir L i 





culum development, but 
made for evaluation. Yei 
mines if the educational 
are really happening. 



been amply funded for curri- 
:le or no allotments have been 
,nis final step which really deter 
.mp icai. -OHS, and desired changes 



The program describe.. • 
building continuous ongoing 
monitor the success of the s 
objectives of that program. 



11 be heavily vested in 
evali. tion which will serve fcc 
-uden s as well as the goals and 



